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Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4 (Chair)			William Hudson, Dist. 3	
		Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8 (Vice Chair) 	Josh Ward, Dist. 1	
Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6			Robert “Bob” Puechl, Dist. 7
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2	 (arrived 5:32 p.m.)	

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director 				Wayne Yarborough, Planner II
Paula Newton, Planner III			Julie Ritz, Planner I		

Absent:		Wes Woodard, Dist. 5	

Press:		None in attendance

Citizens:	Tim Middleton, Sonoco				Julie Scott, Sonoco
		Keith Traver, Sonoco				Pamela Griggs
		Don DeShazo					Ricky Flowers, County Fire Chief
		Alexander “Alec” Brebner, PDCOG		Johnny Brown, PDCOG
		Chris Nunnery, Radio Communication Services

	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Director Terri Cribb requested the SY 2018 Chairman Chad White open the floor for nominations.  With the call for nominations for Chairman for Service Year 2019-2020, Commissioner Frankie Jernigan nominated Chad White, which was seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl.  Chairman White was approved by acclimation.  

Chairman White called for nominations for Vice Chair:  Commissioner
Nominated Commissioner Frankie Jernigan, which was seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown.  Commissioner Jernigan was approved by unanimous vote.  

PUBLIC HEARING

Chairman Chad White opened the Public Hearing at 5:31 p.m. for the three emergency services towers to be located at three different Fire Departments: Pine Ridge (W Old Camden Rd), Byrdtown (Byrdtown Rd), and the Landfill (Darlington Prime Site).  As there were no citizens present to speak on the issue, he closed the meeting at 5:32 p.m.

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, July 16, 2019 at 5:32 p.m.

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  May 21, 2019- Chairman White called for this agenda item.

[bookmark: _Hlk9409556]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner William Hudson to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, May 21, 2019.  Motion carried unanimously.

VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  July 16, 2019 Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Travis Bishop to AMEND AND THEN APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, July 16, 2019. The amendment would take XI. Variance Requests and more them forward to formerly VII Communication Tower Approval Motion carried unanimously.

VII. VARIANCE REQUESTS 
· Sonoco Adhesives Warehouse Project in the Floodplain TM#055-11-01-068

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Tim Middleton, Engineer for Sonoco, gave a brief overview of the Adhesives Warehouse Project and requested a Variance from DSO 3.4.4.C.6 elevating accessory structures, to allow for Wet Floodproofing, per FEMA Technical Bulletin 7-93.  This 121’x125x pole shed was originally permitted in 2016 without electricity to serve in a storage capacity.  During Hurricane Florence, it was flooded, as the floodplain map shows.  Sonoco would like to utilize this storage shed located just off of the Patrick Hwy Bridge on Black Creek in a different capacity, as storage for the starches used in adhesives, which is made in the Adhesives Warehouse, just a few feet from this shed.  This is an accessory structure to the main plant, and meets the spirit of the ordinance in that it is about 10% of the cost of a new building that size. As such, Sonoco would like to enclose the building to provide protection against rats, mice etc.  Raising the shed, which would raise the first floor to 2’ above BFE, is cost prohibitive, and may create unnecessary safety hazards getting the contents into and out of the building.  In addition, not being able utilize this accessory shed to its highest and best use would cause a hardship for Sonoco.  Tim presented a checklist based on 3.4.5. Variances, which Sonoco has met.  On behalf of Sonoco, Mr. Middleton requested a variance.  

Chairman White called for further discussion.  Hearing none, he called for a motion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to GRANT a Variance to DSO 3.4.4.B.6 to allow for wet floodproofing of the Pole Barn Conversion structure on Sonoco Property, known as the Adhesives Warehouse Project; per 3.4.5.H, the following conditions are placed on this variance:
1. This variance may not make the structure in violation of other federal state, or local laws, regulations, or ordinances; and
1. This variance is the minimum necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief; and
1. The applicant has shown good and sufficient cause for the variance, a determination has been made that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship, a determination has been made that the granting of this variance will not result in additional threats to public safety, degradation of water quality, extraordinary public expense, create nuisance, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or conflict with existing local laws or ordinances; and
1. The applicant is given written notice by this condition that the difference between the base flood elevation (164.6) and the elevation to which the structure is to be built (161.61 (lag)) and 163.2 (hag)) is below the BFE, plus 2’, as stated in the ordinance; the applicant is also given written notice by this condition that the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate with the increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest floor elevation; this notification will be maintained in the Sonoco file; and
1. Staff shall maintain the records of all appeal actions and report any variances to the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon request; and
1. This variance shall not extend to non-permitted development or other development that is not in compliance with the provisions of section 3.4 of the Development Standards Ordinance; any violations must be corrected in accordance with section 3.4.3.D.5. 
Motion carried unanimously.

· Subdivide lots within the Subdivision per the request of Pamela Griggs, TM #s 055-09-01-004; -005; -006

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff reported that this was a very old subdivision, and that the subject properties were located on the corner of Franklin Street and Amerson Street in the Hartsville area of Darlington County.  Mrs. Pamela Griggs introduced herself and stated that her mother, Brenda Barr, had owned several pieces of property, and that Mrs. Barr’s last wishes were to divide, Block 2, Lots B, C, & D among her three among her grandchildren.  Mrs. Griggs stated that her mother, who had owned all three lots, put a fence line running parallel of B and C, making lot D her own yard.  She stated that there was a small, movable, storage building over the line.  She stated that everything would be moved if the split were approved, to ensure that all buildings and fences were not over the line.  The proposed re-subdivision plat shows that all lots (A-D) have individual public road access.  She stated that all parties involved individually agreed to divide and redistribute the properties.  

Chairman White called for further discussion, hearing none, he called for a motion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to GRANT a variance to DSO 7.6, Final Application of a subdivision, to allow the re-subdivision of lots 9-13 in Block 2, per the last wishes of the Brenda F Barr estate.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Subdivide Lot 23 in Pine Acres Subdivision per the request of Phil Boatwright, TM# 019-00-02-022 & 019-00-02-103.

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff gave a brief history in that this was the lot in Pine Acres Subdivision, near Hartsville, that was made larger by in 2018, whereby the old “Right-of-Way” originally platted for utilities was never used, and utility providers had stated, through the developer, that there was no intention to use the platted Right-of-Way.   The contiguous sections of the old right-of-way on the north and south of Lot 23 were added to Lot 23.  Staff stated that this lot is now twice as large as most of the lots in that area of the subdivision with the addition of the Right-of-Way to Lot 23. This developer, Phil Boatwright, has requested to split the 1.98 acre lot into two .99+/- acre lots.  

Chairman White asked if there were any Restrictions against the split; Staff responded there were not on this lot.

Chairman White called for further discussion; hearing none, he called for a motion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puechl and seconded by Commissioner William Hudson to GRANT a Variance to DSO 7.6, Final Application of a subdivision to allow Lot 23 to be subdivided into two lots in the Pine Acres Subdivision in Hartsville, SC. Motion carried unanimously.

· Pine Ridge Fire Department – Sec. 12.4 #10 Communication Tower National Register of Historic Places/Scenic Corridors  TM# 018-00-03-089

Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.  Staff introduced Chief Ricky Flowers, Darlington County Fire Department, and Chris Nunnery, of Radio Communication Service.  Mr. Nunnery stated that they had erected three towers that were under 200’.  National regulations allow that towers under 200’ do not have to do the study for the National Register of Historic Places (NEPO) / Scenic Corridors.  He stated that the jurisdictions (City and Counties), because of the national regulations, did not do the study.  He stated that it is a very cost prohibitive study.  Chief Flowers, based on this information, has respectfully requested a Variance to DSO 12.4.

Chairman White called for further discussion; hearing none, he called for a motion.

[bookmark: _Hlk15028737]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puechl and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to GRANT a Variance from DSO Section 12.4 #10 Communication Tower National Register of Historic Places / Scenic Corridors to allow that the study not be done.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Byrdtown Fire Dept – Section 12.4 #10 Communication Tower National Register of Historic Places / Scenic Corridors  TM# 096-00-01-150

Based upon the previous conversation, Chairman White called for any discussion.  Hearing none, he called for a motion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to GRANT a variance from DSO Section 12.4 #10 Communication Tower National Register of Historic Places / Scenic Corridors to allow that the study not be done.  Motion carried unanimously.

*Staff reported that the Darlington Prime Site, to be located near the current landfill on County property is over 200’ in height. 

VIII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL 

Chairman Chad White called for these agenda items.  Staff requested a Final Approval for these towers based upon receiving the items for a Completed Checklist.  

Chairman White called for further discussion.  Hearing none, he called for a motion.

· Darlington Prime Site, 2301 Great Cypress Rd, Darlington, SC 29540

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Bob Puechl and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to APPROVE based upon a completed checklist the new tower to be located at Darlington Prime Site, 2301 Great Cypress Rd, Darlington, SC 29540.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Byrdtown Fire Department, 2662 Byrdtown Rd, Hartsville, SC 29550

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Kevin Brown and seconded by Commissioner William Hudson to APPROVE based upon a completed checklist the new tower to be located at Byrdtown Fire Department, 2662 Byrdtown Rd, Hartsville, SC 29550.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Pine Ridge Fire Department, 2354 W Old Camden Rd, Hartsville, SC 29550

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Kevin Brown and seconded by Commissioner Travis Bishop to APPROVE based upon a completed checklist the new tower to be located at 2354 W Old Camden Rd, Hartsville, SC 29550.  Motion carried unanimously.

IX. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 
X. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None
XI. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None
XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT – None
XIII. OOLD BUSINESS – None

XIV. NEW BUSINESS –
· Approval from County Council for Benton Brothers Communication Tower located at 1631 Society Hill Rd, Darlington SC, TM# 180-00-01-008.T

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Director Cribb reported that the Special Hearing Officer appointed by County Council for the appeal for this tower found that the Planning Commission acted properly in their approval of this tower.  Director Cribb also reported that at the regularly meeting of the County Council on July 1, 2019, that Council upheld the Planning Commission’s decision.


No motion made or needed.

· Vested Rights for Benton Brothers Communication Tower located at 1631 Society Hill Rd, Darlington, SC, TM#180-00-01-008.T.

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff reported that American Tower Corporation, through their attorney, Jonathan Yates, has requested Vested Rights, per DSO 14.  Commissioner Puechl asked how long the Vested Rights would apply and what it would cover.  Director Cribb stated that the Vested Rights protected them for 2 years from any changes in the ordinance, with the option of coming back yearly for the net 5 years, if they did not get the tower built in two years.  

Chairman White called for further discussion.  Hearing none, he called for a motion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to SET the Vested Rights Date for July 16, 2019.  Motion carried unanimously.

· Resolution #705 for the approval of Adoption Way

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Director Cribb stated that County Council had signed Resolution 705 for the renaming of Animal Control Blvd to Adoption Way.  

No motions made or needed.

XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – 

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Director Cribb introduced Alec Brebner of PDCOG.  Mr. Brebner stated he joined Johnny White’s staff at the COG, and that he would continue the work started previously on the Comprehensive Plan.  Chairman White stated they looked forward to the update.  

No motions made.  Informational purposes only.

XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS 

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff introduced Josh Ward, District 1 Commissioner.  Everyone welcomed Mr. Ward.  

No motions made.  Informational purposes only

XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Bob Pueschl to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 5:53 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.
